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Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. is thrilled 
to announce the return of Walter R. 
“Bob” Bashaw II to the firm. Mr. Bashaw’s 
journey with the firm started in 1993 
when he was hired as an Associate 
a�ter completing a summer internship 
with the firm as a law student. From 
the beginning, he demonstrated an 
eagerness to learn, a sharp intellect, 
and a drive to explore various areas  
of law, making him a valuable addition  
to the firm.

Mr. Bashaw soon made a name for himself 
in corporate and transactional work for  
the firm’s many corporate clients. 
Working closely with our former  
Managing Shareholder, Robert D. 
German, he helped build a remarkable 
roster of clients and increasingly more 
sophisticated corporate transactions. 
His depth of experience with corporate 
law, mergers and acquisitions, and 
technology clients made him an 
indispensable part of SGK’s Corporate 
Services Group.

In recognition of his skill and dedication, 
Mr. Bashaw was named a Shareholder 
and Director just five years into his 
career, becoming one of the youngest 
Shareholders in SGK’s history. Outside 

of his legal work, he has also been 
deeply involved in various charitable 
organizations and his church, 
demonstrating his commitment to both 
his profession and his community.

In 2005, he transitioned to a leadership 
role, becoming one of SGK’s Managing 
Shareholders, a position he held until 

he joined II-VI Incorporated (now 
Coherent), one of the firm’s long-
standing clients. As Interim General 
Counsel and later Executive Vice 
President of Strategic Development,  
Mr. Bashaw spearheaded the company’s 
strategic development role including 
numerous large multinational M&A 
transactions as well as managing 

the integration of such entities into 
Coherent’s umbrella of sophisticated 
high-tech products and services 
throughout the world. Since 2019, he  
has served as President of Coherent,  
guiding the publicly-traded company 
through its strategic development  
and expansion.

Mr. Bashaw’s career highlights include 
overseeing complex corporate 
transactions across industries such 
as manufacturing, e-commerce, real 
estate, and high-tech sectors. He holds 
a J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law, where he graduated 
cum laude and served as the editor-
in-chief of the University of Pittsburgh  
Journal of Law and Commerce. He 
also holds a B.S. in Logistics from  
Pennsylvania State University.

Now, a�ter several successful years in the 
corporate world, he is returning to his 
legal roots at SGK. His vast experience 
in corporate law, strategic development, 
and leadership, combined with his deep 
understanding of the firm's culture, 
makes his return a significant moment 
for us. We are excited to have him and 
his significant skillset back at SGK.
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SGK Welcomes Back  
Walter R. “Bob” Bashaw IISGK Welcomes  Jack Owen to the Firm

SGK welcomes the newest member 
to the firm, Jack R. Owen. Mr. Owen is 
Counsel of the firm and a member of 
the Corporate, Estates and Trusts and

Tax practice areas. He is a speaker and published author 
with extensive expertise in working with the Internal 
Revenue Service, Pennsylvania Department of Revenue, 
Pennsylvania Attorney General, Pennsylvania Auditor 
General, and various other administrative agencies. His 
practice includes representing a broad range of clients, 
including tax-exempt charities, churches, businesses, 
healthcare providers, nonprofit organizations, estates 
and trusts, and individuals. The Executive Service 
Corps of Western Pennsylvania previously named  
Mr. Owen the “Outstanding Volunteer Attorney of 
the Year” for probono legal services to nonprofit 
agencies in our community.  He also received  
the “Allied Professional of the Year” award from the 
Pittsburgh Planned Giving Council for philanthropy 
work and contribution.

SGK Welcomes Michael Dutkovich to the Firm
SGK welcomes the newest member 
to the firm, Michael Dutkovich.  
Mr. Dutkovich is Senior Associate  
of the firm and a member of the firm’s

Corporate, Estates and Trusts and Tax practice areas. 
He advises tax-exempt public charities, private 
foundations, religious organizations and for-profit 
businesses on corporate matters related to formation, 

governance and compliance. His practice includes 
counseling clients involved in mergers, dissolutions, 
asset purchases, contract negotiations and other 
transactions. Mr. Dutkovich also counsels clients on 
estate planning and administration and has experience 
representing clients in guardianship proceedings and 
other Orphans’ Court matters.

SGK Represents Solar Pile International in  
its Sale to Nextracker

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. 
is proud to announce that  
it represented Carroll

Manufacturing, LLC, and its a�liates, Solar Pile 
International (SPI) and Spinex Systems Inc. (Spinex) 
in the sale of their solar foundations business 
to Nextracker Inc. The SGK team involved in the 
transaction included Mark O. Scioscia, Jeremy C. Brown 
and corporate paralegal Jackie Horwat. The transaction 
was completed through the sale of Spinex Systems 
Inc. and assets held by other SPI a�liates, including 
fixed assets, intellectual property and other intangible 
assets, and key talent from U.S., China, and Australia 
regions. SPI was established in 2017 as a supplier of 
innovative solar foundations and piling systems to 
utility-scale projects.

SGK works with Armada Sunset Holdings and 
A�liates on New Headquarters Acquisition

Sherrard, German & Kelly, 
P.C. is pleased to announce 
our involvement in a

transaction with Armada Sunset Holdings and Whitney 
Bay Partners, LLC, on the purchase and financing of 
their new headquarters to be located at Innovation 
Pointe in Marshall Township, Pennsylvania. The 
property includes a 90,000-square-foot, three-story 
building on eight acres within the RIDC Innovation 
Ridge business park. The SGK team involved with the 
transaction included Eric C. Springer and Jeremy C. 
Brown.  Armada is a Pittsburgh-based company with 
operations throughout the country. Armada creates 
innovative, fully integrated supply chain solutions to 
improve business performance for its customers in the 
retail food industry as well as other industries. It is a 
leader in supply chain planning, warehouse solutions, 
transportation solutions, as well as inventory 
management, engineering services and technology 
solutions. Armada’s customers include some of the 
most recognized brands and companies in the world. 
According to the Pittsburgh Business Times, Armada 
is the third largest privately owned company in the 
region (trailing only Giant Eagle Inc. and Arconic Corp.), 
and it generated $7 billion in revenue last year.
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Pittsburgh Business Times Names Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. a 
Winner of the 2024 Best Places to Work in Western Pennsylvania

Court Strikes Down FTC Ban on Non-compete AgreementsPittsburgh Post-Gazette Names Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. a 
Winner of the Pittsburgh Top Workplaces 2024 Award

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. is proud 
to be awarded a winner of the 2024 Best 
Places to Work in Western Pennsylvania 
by the Pittsburgh Business Times. “It 
is such an honor to win an award that
demonstrates the strong culture

of SGK. This wouldn’t be possible without each team member working to support 
not only our clients but also each other. This recognition confirms that we are 
creating an atmosphere where people feel comfortable, heard, and respected.  
All awards are wonderful to receive, but those focused on our employees’ 
satisfaction and engagement are incredibly meaningful,” said Eric C. Springer, SGK’s 
Managing Shareholder and Director – President.

A Texas federal judge recently blocked the Federal Trade Commission’s (“FTC”) 
attempt to ban essentially all non-compete agreements.  The FTC Rule, published 
earlier this year and set to go into e�ect on September 4, 2024, was met with a wave 
of litigation.  The court determined that the FTC lacks the statutory authority to 
promulgate the FTC Rule.  The court went on to call the rule arbitrary and capricious 
as it chose to impose a sweeping prohibition that would prohibit entering into 
and enforcing virtually all non-competes rather than targeting specific, harmful  
non-competes.  Following the ruling, a spokesperson for the FTC stated that they are 
seriously considering a potential appeal.

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. is proud to be 
awarded a Top Workplaces 2024 honor by the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette®. The list is derived from 
employee feedback gathered anonymously via 
an independent survey. This survey consists

of various questions that evaluate more than 10 characteristics associated with 
organizational culture and success. SGK was ranked 8th in the ‘companies under 150 
employees’ category.

“We are thrilled to receive this award for the fi�th consecutive year. It stands as 
a testament to the organization that our employees have built together. This 
recognition also showcases the positive impact of our initiatives in supporting 
and motivating our team. The dedication of the SGK community to our clients and 
each other has driven our continuous growth and success. Our leadership team is 
immensely proud of this acknowledgment,” said Eric C. Springer, SGK’s Managing 
Shareholder and Director - President.

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. included in the  
2025 Edition of U.S. News – Best Lawyers® “Best Law Firms”

Sherrard, German & Kelly is pleased to once again be recognized in the 2025 edition of U.S. News – Best Lawyers®  
“Best Law Firms” as a Tier 1 firm in Pittsburgh for Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships),  
Commercial Finance Law, Corporate Governance Law, Corporate Law, Financial Services Regulation Law, and Litigation 
– Real Estate. SGK also achieved metropolitan Tier 2 rankings.

The U.S. News – Best Lawyers® “Best Law Firms” rankings are determined through a comprehensive evaluation process, 
which involves gathering feedback from clients and lawyers, peer reviews from top attorneys, and assessing additional 
details submitted by law firms.

SGK has been included in the following rankings:

“We are truly grateful to all who shared their feedback during the evaluation process and are proud to be recognized
with this award again. This acknowledgment highlights the relentless commitment of our SGK team. As we look ahead 
to the next year, we draw motivation from this honor and rea�rm our promise to continue providing the exceptional 
services our clients rely on,” stated Eric C. Springer, SGK’s Managing Shareholder and Director - President. 

Metropolitan Tier 1
Pittsburgh

•  Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships)
•  Commercial Finance Law
•  Corporate Governance Law
•  Corporate Law
•  Financial Services Regulation Law
•  Litigation - Real Estate

Metropolitan Tier 2
Pittsburgh

•  Banking and Finance Law
•  Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and

Reorganization Law
•  Litigation – Bankruptcy
•  Litigation – Labor and Employment
•  Real Estate Law
•  Trusts and Estates

SGK Attorneys Recognized in the 31st Edition of The Best Lawyers in America®  
and Fourth Edition of Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch® in America

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. is proud to have eleven lawyers listed in The Best Lawyers in America, and three lawyers 
recognized in the Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch in America 2025 editions. The recognitions are as follows:

Brian R. Boyer, Shareholder and Director, 
was recognized in Energy Regulatory Law.

Suzanne L. DeWalt, Shareholder and 
Director, was recognized in Litigation - 
Labor and Employment.

Nathaniel C. Hunter, Senior Counsel, 
was recognized in Real Estate Law.

David J. Lowe, Shareholder and Director, 
was recognized in Corporate Law. 

Susan J. Messer, Shareholder and Director, 
was recognized in Corporate Law.

Gary Philip Nelson, Of Counsel, was 
recognized in Bankruptcy and Creditor 
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law, Business Organizations 
(including LLCs and Partnerships), and 
Litigation – Bankruptcy.

W. Chad Pociernicki, Managing Shareholder 
and Director, was recognized in Trusts and 
Estates.

Raymond M. Roberts, Senior Counsel,  
was recognized in Corporate Law. 

Nicholas J. Seitanakis, Shareholder and 
Director, was recognized in Corporate Law.

Eric C. Springer, Managing Shareholder 
and Director - President, was recognized 
in Corporate Governance Law, Commercial 
Finance Law, Banking and Finance Law, and 
Financial Services Regulation Law. 

Kenneth J. Yarsky II, Of Counsel, was 
recognized in Litigation – Real Estate  
and Real Estate Law. 

Nathaniel J. Boring, Senior Associate, was 
included in the 2025 edition of the Best 
Lawyers: Ones to Watch®in America for his 
work in Municipal Law.

Jeremy C. Brown, Shareholder and Director, 
was included in the 2025 edition of the Best 
Lawyers: Ones to Watch® in America for his 
work in Corporate Law.

P Bowman Root IV, Shareholder and 
Director, was included in the 2025 edition 
of the Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch® in 
America for his work in Tax Law and Trusts 
and Estates.
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