
This Newsletter is privately distributed by Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. (SGKPC), for the general information of its clients, friends and readers. It is not a solicitation of, nor is it an engagement for, legal services. 
The views expressed herein are limited to the circumstances presented and not a representation of the opinions of SGKPC or its authors on a specific fact pattern or event, and should not be relied upon for any 
other purpose than expressly set forth in this paragraph. This Newsletter is not designed to be, nor should it be considered or used as, the sole source of analyzing and resolving legal problems. If you have, or 
think you may have, such a legal problem relating to any of the matters discussed in this Newsletter, consult legal counsel. Also, if you have questions regarding any of the items contained in this Newsletter, 
contact SGKPC and any of its attorneys, through its main number, 412-355-0200. This Newsletter and its contents are the property of SGKPC and its authors. All rights reserved.

F A L L  2 0 2 1

535 Smithfield Street, Ste. 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

moving  forward

F A L L  2 0 2 1  •  1

Congratulations to  
II-VI Incorporated for 50 Years  

of Innovation
We are pleased and proud to congratulate our long-time client, II-VI 
Incorporated (“II-VI”), on its 50th anniversary of doing business and 
its incredible story of innovation and growth.  Incorporated in 1971 by 
Ralph German, one of the founding shareholders of Sherrard, German 
& Kelly, P.C., the company has grown under the leadership and intellect 
of its founder, Dr. Carl J. Johnson, as well as the drive and initiative 
of long-time leadership from 
Francis J. Kramer and Dr. 
Vincent (“Chuck”) D. Mattera, 
Jr., to become a global leader 
in engineered materials and 
optoelectronic components. 
II-VI has become a vertically 
integrated manufacturing 
company that develops 
innovative products for 
diversified applications in 
communications, industrial, 
aerospace & defense, semiconductor capital equipment, life sciences, 
consumer electronics, and automotive markets. Headquartered 
in western Pennsylvania, II-VI has research and development, 
manufacturing, sales, service, and distribution facilities worldwide. 

SGK and its predecessor law firm of Cooper, German, Kelly & 
Purcell has had the honor of representing the company since its 
incorporation in 1971, through its IPO in 1987 and the firm has played 
a part in every transaction that II-VI has been involved with over 
its 50-year history. The close relationship between II-VI and SGK is 
due, in large part, to the keen leadership of Robert D. German, the  

firm’s long-time Managing 
Shareholder, who passed 
away in 2015. Rob was deeply 
involved as outside counsel 
to II-VI for many years and 
as Corporate Secretary. Our 
relationship is also due to 
the work and in-depth role 
played with II-VI by our former 
colleague, Walter (“Bob”) R. 
Bashaw, who now serves as 
the President of II-VI. Firm 

members Susan J. Messer, Mark O. Scioscia, Nicholas J. Seitanakis,  
Eric C. Springer and many others in the firm continue to provide 
significant corporate and transactional legal services to II-VI.

We are proud and grateful for our long-term relationship with II-VI and 
we are excited for its future and what lies ahead.  
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Notable Transactions
An SGK team, led by Eric C. Springer, 
Managing Shareholder and Director and 
Susan J. Messer, Shareholder and Director,  
represented a regional auto service company 
in a sale transaction to a large, private 
equity-backed, acquirer for $15 million.  
The transaction involved the sale 
of all the assets of the business as 
well as the sale of multiple locations 
throughout western Pennsylvania to a 
separate real estate investment company 
under a sale/leaseback structure.  
The transaction also involved the 
negotiation of post-acquisition 
employment agreements and  
non-competition agreements for the 
principals. SGK Senior Counsel, Rachel 
E. James, assisted with the real estate 
transaction involved.  

Sherrard, German & Kelly is pleased to 
announce that it represented its client, 
Proform Powdered Metals, Inc. (“Proform”), 

a manufacturer of high-quality sintered 
bronze bearings, bushings and spacers, 
headquartered in Punxsutawney, PA., on 
its sale to Metal Powder Products, LLC 
(“MPP”). MPP is a portfolio company of 
Mill Point Capital LLC, an operationally-
oriented private equity firm based in New 
York, NY. The SGK team advising Proform  
was led by Shareholder and Director  
Mark O. Scioscia and included Shareholder 
Jeremy C. Brown and Senior Counsel 
Joseph R. Kane. 

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. acted as 
advisors and legal counsel to Cellibre, 
Inc., (“Cellibre”) a biotech startup based 
in San Diego, in connection with its 
oversubscribed and upsized $11.5 million 
Series A funding in order to scale its 
proprietary cell technology to produce 
high-quality cannabinoid products.  
The transaction was led by Shareholder 

and Director Mark O. Scioscia along with 
Shareholder Jeremy C. Brown.

Cellibre is a leading sustainable 
manufacturing technology company that 
employs an organism-agnostic approach 
to turn cells into specialized factories 
to produce globally significant products 
at scale. In less than 24 months, Cellibre 
has gone from ideation to pilot scale 
production, and is producing cultured 
CBG, CBGV, and THCV at commercially 
viable quantities. The Cellibre team has 
also engineered cells for the manufacture 
of CBC, CBCV, CBN, CBD and CBDV.  
The Series A round was led by Merida 
Capital Holdings, a top institutional 
investor in the broader cannabinoid 
market with a deep understanding of the 
sector’s ecosystem.

Congratulations to the following lawyers for their recognition in the 2022 
edition of “Best Lawyers®”, in the category of Best Lawyers  in America.

Eric C. Springer 
Banking and Finance Law
Commercial Finance Law
Corporate Compliance Law
Corporate Governance Law
Financial Services Regulation Law

Gary Philip Nelson 
Bankruptcy and Creditor  
Debtor Rights / Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law
Business Organizations 
(including LLCs and Partnerships)
Litigation - Bankruptcy

David J. Lowe 
Corporate Law

Suzanne L. DeWalt 
Litigation - Labor and 
Employment

Kenneth J. Yarsky II 
Litigation - Real Estate
Real Estate Law

2022 “Lawyer of the Year”
Commercial Finance Law 

Eric C. Springer

Metropolitan Tier 1 
Pittsburgh
Business Organization  
(including LLCs and  Partnerships)
Corporate Compliance Law 
Corporate Law
Litigation - Real Estate
Real Estate Law

Metropolitan Tier 2 
Pittsburgh
Banking and Finance Law
Bankruptcy and Creditor 
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law
Commercial Finance Law
Corporate Governance law
Financial Services Regulation Law

Metropolitan Tier 3 
Pittsburgh
Litigation - Bankruptcy
Litigation - Labor and Employment

Jeremy C. Brown  
Corporate Law

 Congratulations to the following lawyer for his  
recognition in the 2022 edition of “Best Lawyers®”,   

in the category of Ones to Watch.

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. is proud to announce the  
firm’s recognition in the 2022 edition of “Best Lawyers®”, the  

oldest peer review publication in the legal profession,   
in several categories including for Best Law Firms, Lawyer of  

the Year, and Best Lawyers in America.
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SGK is proud to be awarded a Top 
Workplaces 2021 honor by the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.  SGK was  
ranked in the top 10 of the list of 
Top Workplaces awardees in the 
small company category (less than 
149 employees). The list is based 
solely on employee feedback 
gathered through a third-party 
survey administered  by employee 
engagement technology partner 
Energage, LLC. The anonymous 

survey uniquely measures 15 
drivers of engaged cultures  
that are critical to the success of 
any organization: including alignment, 
execution, and connection, just to  
name a few. 

“It is an honor to be recognized 
as one of the ‘Top Workplaces’ 
by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
This recognition validates the 
consistent emphasis that the 
entirety of Sherrard, German & 
Kelly, P.C. has placed on promoting 
a positive and empowering 
workplace culture. This award is very 
meaningful as it comes from direct  
feedback of our incredible group 
of employees,” remarks Eric 
C. Springer,  SGK’s Managing 

Shareholder  and Director.  
“It is our culture of engagement 
and teamwork that allows us to 
continually provide first-class 
service and sophisticated legal 
and business advice and solutions 
to our clientele. Sherrard, German 
& Kelly, P.C.’s participation in the 
‘Top Workplaces’ program reflects  
the firm’s intent to promote 
accountability to our employees who 
have made the firm a truly remarkable 
workplace even during uncertain 
times. We will continue to build a 
culture of innovation, collaboration, 
sophistication, and creativity, as  
well as promote an environment  
that values each member of our 
incredible team.” 

Ashley R. Bozewski 
has joined the firm 
as a member of 
the firm’s Estates 
and Trusts practice

area. Her practice incorporates drafting
estate plans of varying complexity, 
counseling clients through the estate 
and trust administration process, guiding
families through long-term care 
planning and skilled care admissions. 
She also counsels clients in incapacity 
and guardianship matters, special  
needs planning, and business 
succession planning.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Names Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C.  
a Winner of the Pittsburgh Top Workplaces 2021 Award

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C.
is a 2021 Top Workplace!

2 Years Running

A new Attorney has joined 
the firm

https://www.bestlawyers.com/
https://www.bestlawyers.com/
https://www.bestlawyers.com/
https://www.bestlawyers.com/
https://topworkplaces.com/award/post-gazette/
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